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Smart Mobs

Emerge when media
amplify cooperation
Have both beneficial

and destructive impacts,
like all powerful media

Are about where the
PC was in 1980 and the
Internet was in 1990




Next Wave Is Upon Us
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Evolution of Smart Mobs




eHybrid vigor of converged media
Many-to-many communication

All media in one digital sphere
Amplifiers of social networks
ePlatforms for bottom-up innovation




<Are always on, everywhere
eCoordinate collective actions

eConnect physical and virtual
worlds

<Challenge liberty, privacy,
stability, equality




The Era of Sentient Things

Chips In everything

eInformation in places




«Collective action drives

progress

Tragic Commons or
Innovation Commons?

<Evolution is driven by
cooperation as well as
competition

eReputation, a currency of
trust, lubricates
cooperation




Cooperation Power

Cooperation, social
communication, and
free software built the
INnternet

The Web was created
collectively before
anyone tried to make
money

eDotcoms died, but
blogs bloomed

eCooperation
technologies: Linux,
Napster, distributed
computing, WiFi,
Blogging, Self-
Organizing Websites,
eBay




Early Indicators

Flash mobs and moblogs:
Emergence of ad-hoc
groupminds

WiFi, cognitive radio,
mesh networks

Manila, Caracas, Seattle,
Kenya, Korea, USA:

new forms of political
action

*Newsworthy event will be
blogged by 400 Net-
connected videophones




~ Critical uncertainty:
Will we be users or consumers?

*Will tomorrow’s population
consist of users who actively
shape media, or consumers who
passively purchase?

Will the tragedy of the
anticommons kill innovation?
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